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Abstract

The purpose of the paintings of Ajanta is mainly to depict varions stories related to the
life of Lord Buddha. The rest of the space between the stories has been decorated with
vines, animal birds, geometric fignres and other varied forms. Cave No. 9, 10, 19, 26 of
the thirty caves of Ajanta are Chaitya Mandaps, while the rest are Sangharamas or
Vibaras. At present, there are only six cave paintings, in which cave nos.-1,2,9,10,16
and 17 are there. From the point of view of time, these paintings are divided into three
categories — Satavabana period paintings, Vakataka period paintings and V akatota
period paintings. The oldest paintings are of caves 9 and 10, which are related to the
Hinayana sect.
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